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exports and imports and throws light on coinage, weights
and measures and means of transport and their impact on
economic conditions. The last chapter presents the general
conclusions which emerge out of the present survey.
SURVEY OF SOURCES :
(a) INSCRIPTIONS : 'Inscriptions are the most
authentic and the largest source of information for our study'
Barring a few the bulk of inscriptions of Rayalaseema are
of gift deeds. They record the gifts of lands and other
commodities granted to the brahmanas, to the temples and
to the mathas and other service inams given to the
individuals. There are also inscriptions recording the gifts
granted for the improvemet of agriculture and recording tax
remissions for the rectoiafiem of waste lands and forest
lands, Inscripttoris aiso contain agreements for tie irrigation
works undertaken and commercial arrangements made or
on the Judicial dispotitions. They also throw light on the
administrative setup and the policies of the state. They are
very useful source for the study of the patterns of land
holdings and systems of land tenures. The donors might be
the kings or royal officials or the village assemblies or
associations like merchant guilds or private individuals. The
status of the donor is particularly helpful in determining the
type erf ownership state, peasant and private and also in
assessing the different classes erf intermediaries who were
created between peasants and the state. Inscriptions also
reveal the relationship between the land owner and the
tenant and aiso the agriculture labour. They are also helpful